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Our Christmas Lights Sparkled Even Brighter In 2024!
 

www.heskethbankcouncil.uk

The group is made up of representatives from the local farmers, NFU, Environment Agency, 
Parish Clerks, Parish Councillors, Borough Councillors, County Councillors and various 
departmental representatives from West Lancs Borough Council and Lancashire County 
Council.

The group meets monthly where they endeavour to 
progress towards finding a solution for the excessive 
amounts of water that needs to flow through the drainage 
system in this area to prevent flooding occurring.
We have been given a link (see below) where you can 
report all flooding events, either residential or agricultural, 
so that all events can be registered to help us in our efforts 
to find a suitable solution to this
ongoing problem.

All flooding reports can be made through the Love Clean 
Streets app, which can also be used to log reports of 
blocked gullies, potholes, damaged/failed street lighting etc. 
Alternatively you can use the flood investigation sheet 
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/flooding/ or by telephoning 
through with details to their support team on 0300 1236780 
– both of these options can be found via the LCC website – 
links are also available from the Local News Page of the 
Hesketh with Becconsall Parish Council website.

The Parish Council lit up the centre of the village to 
celebrate Christmas and the New Year.
Thanks to everyone who gave feedback as the lights
were a great addition for the festive season.

Lights were added towards the end of Station Road
and onto Shore Road. The trees adjacent to Booths
were also lit for the first time last Christmas.
Unfortunately until some of the concrete lamp posts are 
replaced by metal ones, Health and Safety restrictions 
prevent us from extending the display onto Chapel Road.
We do plan to add to the display along Station Road
at some time in the future.

Flooding Update – Northern Parishes Water Management Group



Support For Our Community Coming Soon 
Hesketh With Becconsall Community Fund

The Parish Council will be launching a brand new funding policy from the 1st April 
2025 making easily accessible support available for the benefit of the Hesketh 
Bank community.

The new policy will come into force from April 2025 and will set aside an initial sum 
of up to £10,000 annually for projects such as volunteer programmes, projects for young 
people, community groups, development of communal facilities and local sports groups. This 
is not a definitive list and applicants are not limited solely to these areas.

The annual amount to be reserved will be agreed each year. Unallocated funds will be used 
to top up the fund for the forthcoming year. In order to ensure a fair and reasonably wide 
distribution of the funds annually it has been agreed that no single request should exceed 
20% of the overall fund that is reserved annually, e.g. if £10,000 then £2,000.

For full details of the scheme and guidelines on how to apply together with an application 
form, please contact the Parish Clerk or visit our new web page at: 
http://heskethbankcouncil.uk/hesketh-with-becconsall-community-fund/ which is now live on 
our website.

Hesketh with Becconsall Parish Council will once again be running its annual ‘Best Kept 
Garden and ‘Best Kept Street Competition’.

How the Competition Works
Although there may be some wonderful back gardens, only gardens that can be seen from the
pavement, can be judged for obvious reasons. However, in addition to gardens that might be 
picked out by the judges, for the last three years we have invited residents to nominate 
gardens that they think deserve to be considered including their own.

What the judges will be looking for:
- Overall design and appearance.
- Health of plants.
- Cleanliness and tidiness of the garden.
- Colour and choice of plants.
- Plants that attract birds and
insects including wild flowers.

If you would like your garden or
street to get involved this year,
it’s time to get planting, mowing and
pruning!



Let’s Work Together to Keep Our Pavements Clear 

Those of us who need to push prams or wheelchairs 

or use mobility scooters all too frequently need to pick 

their way along what may be a busy stretch of road in 

order to get past an obstruction such as a parked car 

or an overgrown hedge. This clearly puts them at 

greater risk especially during the darker winter 

months. In addition, they often find it harder to avoid 

any dog poo left on the pavement by inconsiderate 

owners, which can then end up on their wheels. Dog 

fouling is a criminal offence and anyone found guilty 

could incur a significant fixed penalty notice. We 

encourage dog owners to be considerate of their 

wider community and pick up after their dogs.

Anyone witnessing a dog fouling problem can report 

it via the West Lancs Borough Council web site using their online report form which will support 

them in their efforts to achieve a successful prosecution.

A particular problem for drivers occurs at road junctions when they encounter overgrown hedges 

and cars parked very close by. This can severely limit their ability to exit a side street safely Please 

do your bit by keeping your hedge trimmed, picking up after your dog, parking considerately and, if 

you do need to park on the pavement, please try to park where you can leave sufficient room for a 

pram or mobility scooter to get by on the inside of your vehicle.



The End Of An Era – Reverend Dave Has Retired

Rev Dave Dickinson has finally retired after nearly 10 years looking after the parishioners and 
residents of Hesketh with Becconsall Parish. Dave and his lovely wife Gill integrated into the 
village community with great ease and is very highly thought of by all his parishoners.

Not only did he minister the church but he also became the Padre to the Air Training Corps, a 
role he wants to retain as he heads into his retirement. He helped to set up a food bank for 
the Hesketh Bank & Tarleton community which has been a great success. He and Gill also 
took in a Ukrainian family, providing them with valuable respite from the war. Dave and Gill will 
be sorely missed – they are hoping to 
move to a neighbouring village, so fingers 
crossed, we will still see them about in the 
community.

The Parish Council recently marked the 
occasion when the Chairman Paul 
Sergeant, presented him with a painting of 
All Saints Church. On receiving the 
painting, Rev Dave said “ …that is the 
loveliest of gifts and will provide many 
happy memories in the years to come,”.

On behalf of the Parish Council and all the 
residents of Hesketh with Becconsall, we 
wish you a long, healthy and enjoyable 
retirement with our sincere thanks for all 
that you have done for the community.
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