LOCAL COUNCILS IN ENGLAND AND WALES

~ ANNUAL RETURN

" FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2004
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SECTION 1 - THE STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS

In completing the boxes below please explain any significant variances on a separate sheet and send
this to the external auditor together with a copy of your bank reconciliation as at 31 March 2004. See
page 6 and the Practitioners’ Guide for guidance

Mmﬂdmmmﬁmmmwm

31 March
2003 2004 biank and report £0 or Nil balances, All figures must agree to
£ £ the councifs underlying financial records for the relevant year,

1 Balances brought Total balances and reserves at the beginning of the year as
forward Ml VM ®) | recorded in the coundls financial records.

2 {+) Annual Total arnount of precept income received in the year.

3 (+) Total ather - Total income or receipts as recorded in the cashbook minus the
receipts “‘n-&’o‘ ) ‘31.-1'*‘1 precept.

4 (-) Staff costs Total expenditure or payments made to and on behalf of all counci

o bW | Ly e |empoyess. Incude sataries and wages, PAYE and NI (employees
and employers), pension contributions and related expenses,

5 {-) Loan interest/ Total expenditure or payments of capital and interest made
capital — S 3072 | duing the year on the council's borrowings (f any).
repayments

6 (-) Totat other Tolal expenditure or payments as recorded in the cashbook minus

1 payments 31,019 | GR SS | saf costs fine 4) and loan imeresticapital repayments (ine 5),

7 (=) Balances Total balances and reserves at the end of the year. (Must equal
carried forward W | BDONOS | ,0,3-@e56)

8 Total cash & The sum of all cument and deposit bank accounts, cash
investments g g S 30 105 | hoidings and investments hedd as at 31 March ~ to agree with

9 Tolal fixed assets The recorded cument book value at 31 March of aff fixed assels
and long term SE S | 48, bR |owned by the council and any cther long tesm assels e.g. loans
assets to third parties.

10 Total borrowings iy 2 217 The outstanding capilal batance as at 31 March of all loans from

s ol third parties (ncluding PWLE).

| certify that the statement of accounts contained
in this annual return presents fairly the financial

ended 31 March 2004,

| confirm that these accounts were approved by
the council and recorded as council minute

Date |

position of the council and its income and reference: | 15 |20 00 B
expenditure, or properly presents receipts and
payments, as the case may be, for the year Date | L ﬁpq-.-\ 100G [
Signed by Chalr of ing approving council's
Signed by Responsible Financial Officer: accounts:
W P 2 aew | | Date[ v —@ R, vok ]




SECTION 2 - STATEMENT OF ASSURANCE

We acknowledge as the members of | lE 8wt witem Pogee ousac. Cha e LOUNCILMEEENS]
our responsibility for the preparation of the statement of accounts and confirm, to the best of our
knowledge and belief, with respect to the council’'s statement of accounts for the year ended 31
March 2004 in section 1, that:

we have approved the statement of accounts which has

Vos'

means that the councik:
prepared its statement of accounts in the

been prepared in accordance with the requirements of the
Accounts and Audit Regulations and proper practices.

way prescribed by law.-

we have maintained an adequate system of internat
conirol, including measures designed to prevent and
detect fraud and corruption.

made proper arrangements and accepted
responsibility for safeguarding the public
money and resources in its charge.

we have taken all reasonable steps to assure ourselves
that there are no matters of actual or potential non-
compliance with laws, regulations and codes of practice
which could have a significant financial effect on the ability
of the council 1o conduct its business or on its finances.

has only done things that it has the legal
power to do and has conlormed to codes
of practice and standards in the way it has
done so.

we have provided proper oppartunity for the exercise of
electors' rights in accordance with the requirements of the
Accounts and Audit Regulations.

has given all persons interested the
opportunity to inspect and ask questions
about the ¢council's accounts.

we have carried out an assessment of the risks facing the
council and taken appropriate steps to manage those
risks, inciuding the introduction of internal controls and/or
external insurance cover where required.

considered the financial and other risks it
faces in the operation of the council and
has dealt with them property.

we have maintained an adequate and effective system ol
internal audit of the council's accounting records and
control systems.

Nzs

arranged for & competent person,
independent of the financial controls and
procedures, 10 give an objective view on
whether these meet the needs of the
council.

we have taken what we consider o be appropriate action
on all matters raised in previous reports from the internal
and external auditors.

Ves

has taken appropriate aclion in response to
matters brought to its attention by auditors.

we have considered whether any litigation, liabilities or
commitments, avents or transactions, occuming either
during or after the year end, have a financial impact on the
councit and, where appropriate have included them in the
statement of accounts.

Nes

disclosed everything it should have about
its business during the year including
events taking place after the year-end if
relevant.

This Statement of Assurance is approved by the council and recorded as council minute reference
| 21200% | dated [ 2. A uw, 2oet]

Signed on behalf of | M\ Exienia Pmﬂ:eu-—fmm | T COUNCIL/MEEENG|

7 B
Signedby: Chair| [, = _k |Date| 2. ¥ 08 |

Sorecby: G IR SR

| Date | 2.~ Qe - Leosy]

*  Please provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheet for each ‘No’
response that has been given; and describe what action is being taken to address the
weaknesses identified.




SECTION 3 - EXTERNAL AUDITOR’S CERTIFICATE AND OPINION

Certificate

We certify that we have completed the audit of the annual return of |xes e - warm - e lonsnal
[ Py COUNCIL/MEETING| for the year ended 31 March 2004.

Respective responsibilities of the council and the auditor

The council is responsible for the preparation of the accounts in accordance with the requirements of
the Accounts and Audit Regulations and for the preparation of an annual return which:

¢ summarises the council’s accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2004; and

e confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are important to our audit
responsibilities.

Our responsibility is to conduct an audit in accordance with guidance issued by the Audit
Commission and, on the basis of our review of the annual return and supporting information, to report
whether any matters that come to our attention give cause for concern that relevant legislation and
regulatory requirements have not been met.

External Auditor’s report

{Except for the matters reported below)* on the basis of our review, in our opinicn the information
contained in the annual return is in accordance with the Audit Commission's requirements and no
matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that relevant legisiation and regulatory
regquirements have not been met. ("delete as appropriate).

An appropriate risk assessment has not been undertaken and minuted as evidence that
the Council has assessed and taken appropriate steps to manage all the risks it faces. ? e~
-
e

IS558
The Council failed to maintain an adequate system of internal control. :fE 8 5
During the year the Council obtained a loan without proper councll approval being E o] %
obtained and Incurred expenditure without obtaining full councll approval, This lackof & P
(continu authorisation has made these transactions uniawful. 8 =i 0
—- - e — — M EI T 8
Other matters not affecting our opinion which we wish to draw to the attention of the
council/meeting; ?
Ss
Please see enclosed report 5' .:5“‘m P
SO0
Ay & E
SES
. v . % E T Q
(continue on a separate sheet if required) ) § ,@ S
ey e ]

External Auditor’s signature B2o Sresy H-nc.np-é.. Al

External Auditor's name | ?ngg g;g? HAYWARD | Date[ a\a\as ]
Cl COURT : »

Note: The auditor signing this pa(RERD ABNUBoINtsa by the Audit Commission and is reporting
to you that they have carried out SOUTIANSNON! the work that is required of them by law. For
further information please refer toghgemlit Commission’s publication entitied Statement of
Responsibilities of Local Councils and their Auditors.




